The effects of phosphorylation on adaptor protein function.
Adaptor proteins are specialized protein binding partners that serve to link signaling proteins to each other, as a mechanism to propagate a cellular signal. Ultimately, these signals are required for a specific biological response. Thus, it is important that the cell develop mechanisms to regulate these signaling cascades. One way these cascades can be regulated is through post translational modifications of adaptor proteins which would regulate their ability to forge protein-protein interactions. In this review, we summarize the effects of serine/threonine and tyrosine phosphorylation on adaptor protein function, with a specific focus upon those adaptor proteins in which phosphorylation has been demonstrated to regulate a signaling cascade or biological response.